> = oot 


Let i wl ti ot i ooBi i PPETEE: 


THE 








Communications. 


{ROUGH NOTES, 
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Of the many memorable battle-fields which are 
torecall to future generations the great Rebellion, 
none will be longer remembered, or of greater 
interest to the historian than Gettysburg. It was 
sfearfully contested, bloody and decisive battle ; 
md beside that, remarkable in being (as yet) the 
nly great battle fought upon free soil. 

The history of the Gettysburg campaign must 
befresh in the mind of every reader. Lez, yield- 
ing to the clamor of his pseudo-government and 
is people, had essayed the bold attempt to carry | 
the war into the fertile fields and rich .nd popu- 
lus cities of the North. Virginia, once famous 
& “the Mother of Presidents,’’ but now made 
ily ground by the blood of the martyrs shed 
pon her soil, had been rendered almost a desert 

the tread and conflict of martial hosts. From 
te barren plains of Culpepper and Fauquier, and 
le dense woods of Orange and Caroline, he trans- | 

ed his half-famished and ragged followers to 
te rich and fertile farms of Maryland, with their | 
ning barns and plethoric granaries, and like a | 
am of molten lava, which destroys everything | 
its path, his army pushed forward until it 
tatened the capitol of the Keystone State. 

the Army of the Potomac followed in swift pur- 

it. “Fatiguing’’ does not express the nature 

is marches. The marches of the division with 
lich Iwas on duty, veteran division though it 
Were without precedent in its history. The 

“ily, ere yet he could clutch the prize almost 

hin his grasp, was obliged to turn and confront 

old opponent. 

twas a dark hour for the Republic. An 








soldiers were in a free State, within a short dis- 
tance of one of the most populous cities of the 
Union, and in a country which afforded ample 
means of subsistence and equipment. 

No militia force could stand before such an 
army. The salvation of the country lay in the 
prowess of that army which, through evil and 
good report, amid little laudation and much cen- 
sure, has poured out its blood like water, and 


|encircled the Federal Capitol with a rampart 


formed of the dead bodies of its bravest officers 
and men. 

Our army was in the best of spirits notwith- 
standing the change of commanders en route 
(usually a very hazardous proceeding). The 
people of Maryland had received our soldiers with 
a heartiness and a cordiality that spoke volumes 
for their uncompromising loyalty. As oug men 
marched along, weary, dusty, foot-sore, and bare- 
footed, they were greeted with the smile of fair 


| women, the hearty applause of the young men, 


and the benedictions of the aged. The march was 
one grand, glorious, ovation, on the scenes of 
which a volume might be written. 

I may be pardoned for alluding to one scene 
which is indelibly impressed upon my memory. 
The Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers was 
one of the first organizations to offer its services 
to the country. It had shared the toils and 
trials, the glories and honors of the Army of the 
Potomas, and now, after two years hard service, 
it was returning to defend the firesides of its 
members. As it crossed the Pennsylvania line 
the band struck up the familiar strains of ‘‘home, 
sweet home,’’ amid the wildest cheering; and in 
those solid ranks, the eye of many a sun-browned 
veteran was moistened, while over the swarthy 
cheek something was coursing to which it had 
long been a stranger. 

I do not propose to describe the battle, Suffice 
it for me to recall to the reader that the Third_ 
Corps met its old adversary, Lonestreet, in his 
impetuous charge to gain possession of Round 
Top. “How well they fought was witnessed by the 
unprecedented percentage of killed and wounded. 
Among the latter was Major General Davyien E. 
Sickies, commanding the corps. 

A sketch of his wound and the operation he 
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endured, may not be without iuterest to the pro- 
fessional reader. He was struck first at dark by a 
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upon every battle-field, it is the implicit, child-like 
confidence and faith patients of every rank mani. 


twelve pound round ball, such as is used in the | fest in the surgeon whose knife is to dismember 


brass field-pieces usually denominated ‘“ Light 
Twelvers.’? He was mounted at the time. The 
ball struck his right leg some six or eight inches 
below the knee. Had it been going with its full 
velocity, the leg would have been carried away. 
It was, however, nearly ‘‘spent,’’ and therefore it 
merely knocked his foot from the stirrup. The 
bones of the leg were broken into innumerable 
fragtnents, and the soft tissues upon the calf of 
the leg lacerated and disorganized. 

In describing the sensation, he says that he felt 
the shock, but experienced very little pain, and 
indeed, did not at first know the extent of the 
injury. He dismounted without aid, and was 
received in the arms of one of his staff. Some one 
buckled a strap very tightly around the leg—an 
impromptu, but wholly unnecessary tourniquet. 

As soon as struck he inquired for his medical 
director and myself, and shortly after we saw him, 
he having been taken to the rear. 

When I saw him he had already been placed 
upon one of the ordinary field operating tables, 
located about fifty yards distant from my division 
field hospital, and was surrounded by his staff. 
General Sickues has, to a remarkable degree, the 
power of attaching men to him, as if by a sort of 
fascination, and between few generals and their 
staff officers does there exist that personal regard 
and friendship felt for him by the brave and 
gallant officers comprising his staff. 

I had seen the General under many and extra- 
ordinary circumstances, but never did I see him 
more the man, the soldier, and the patriot, than 
at that trying moment when, encircled by his staff 
officers, their anxious faces expressing too plainly 
the apprehension they felt, and himself unaware 
of the extent of the injury, he lay upon the ampu- 
tating table calmly awaiting the examination of 
the surgeon. 

_ A true type of the American soldier as he is, 
his heroism, so conspicuous and noticable upon 
the field, when he was upon the operating table 
reached a stand point of nobility which words fail 
to describe, but which inspires admiration in the 
most stoical observer. 

Wholly forgetful of self, his first inquiries were 
as to the result of the battle and the fate of his 
most intimate friends; and regarding his wound, 
he accepted, without a question, the opinion of 
his surgeons, and placed himself wholly and 
unreservedly in their hands. 

(And in this connection it is proper to observe 
that, notwithstanding the lavish and indiscrimi- 
nate abuse heaped upon army surgeons by those 
out of the army, if there is any one fact noticeable 





them. So full and unreserved is their faith as to 
sometimes almost amount to an embarrassment.) 

As is usual in this class of wounds, no blood 
had been lost, with the exception of the venons 
hemorrhage immediately upon the receipt of the 
injury. Chloroform was administered to complete 
anesthesia, and the leg amputated. 

Surgeon Tuomas Sim, U.S. Vols., the Medical 
Director of the Third Corps, and the operating 
surgeon on this occasion, deserves a passing 
notice. A Scotchman by birth, he has received 
that thorough and complete education which the 
colleges of the Old World give to those who pass 
through the required courses of study. A highly 
successful practitioner in Chicago, he kept up to 
the times in his professional reading. Entering 
the war at its outset, he first served with General 
Prentiss, at Cairo, and participated in several 
of the preliminary skirmishes of the Westen 
campaign. Ordered East, he was made Bajgade 
Surgeon of the renowned Excelsior Brigade. After. 
ward, as Division Surgeon, he served on the staf 
of Hooker and Sickles through the various battles 
of the Peninsula; and just previous to the battle of 
Chancellorsyille he was made Medical Diréctor of 
the corps. 

Thoroughly ‘‘booked up,’’ with a rich expe 
rience, possessed of that manual dexterity which 
every successful surgeon must have, and with 
every attribute of a true gentleman, he ranks 
deservedly high as a military surgeon. Assistant 
Surgeon Biunpet, Fifth New Jersey Vols., and 
myself, acted as his assistants. 

The bone was so shattered, and the soft parts 
so disorganized, that amputation below the kne 
was impossible. The Doctor preferred amputation 
just above the knee-joint, (sawing off the condyles) 
to amputation at the knee-joint. The form d 
amputation was a double flap, not exactly anter 
posterior, neither lateral, but rather between the 
two, so that no part of the cicatrix would pres 
upon the saddle in riding. Otherwise, there wa 
nothing peculiar about the operation. Little # 
no blood was lost.* 

The General recovered very rapidly as may & 
inferred from the fact that on the twenty-ninth 
day from the operation he was on horseback. He 
was attended during his conyalescence by Dt 
Sim, to whose skilled care his speedy recovery 8 
partly attributable. 


—— 





*On the General’s arrival at Washington, he seat th 
amputated member “‘To the Surgeon-General with General 
Sickles’ compliments,’’ and the fractured bones are ee 
elegantly mounted and preserved in that rich treasury of milk 
tary surgery, “the Army Medical Museum,” at Washing® 
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Researches on the Medical Properties and 
. Applications of Protoxide of Nitrogon, Nitrous 
Oxide, or Laughing Gas. ~ 


By Georce J. Ziecter, M. D. 
Of Philadelphia. 
{Continued from page 2045.] 
I Physiological Influences and Hygienic Uses 
of Protoxide of Nitrogen. 

1. The physiological -influences of nitrous oxide 
are of a peculiar and striking character, for 
though like some other agents it exerts a very 
energetic and decidedly stimulant action upon the 
snimal economy, yet this is in general so entirely 
distinct from all other excitants as to be quite 
unique 

The effects of protoxide of nitrogen upon the 
human system vary in proportion to the quantity 
appropriated and the particular susceptibilities or 
conditions of individual organisms, passing from 
a gentle acceleration of all the functions of the 
body to a high degree of physical excitement and 
mental exhilaration amounting in the extreme to 
an intensely pleasurable delirium or ecstacy which 
may indeed become so pure and exquisite as to 
absorb the consciousness of existence itself. 

When exhibited in moderate quantities nitrous 
oxide usually produces a mild and very pleasant 
thrilling sensation rapidly extending over the 
whole system attended with forcible and prolonged 
respiratory efforts, and a strong disposition to 
laughter and muscular motion which often becomes 
soirresistible as tu be involuntary. If taken freely 
these agreeable sensations are greatly enhanced 
accompanied with a remarkable buoyancy of 
spirits, boisterous gayety, activity of imagination, 
rapid flow of vivid ideas and brilliancy of mental 
conceptions of the most sublime character, the 
direction of thought being influenced in some 
measure, by the dominant idea at the commence- 
ment of its action, hence sometimes followed 
by other than hilarious manifestations. Used 
largely this state of excitement rapidly passes into 
one of rapturous enjoyment, entranced tranquillity, 
and complete repose with entire insensibility and 
Unconsciousness during the existence of which the 
mind becomes temporarily oblivious to all impres- 
sions, even of an ordinarily painful nature. The pri- 
Mary stage of sur-excitation with its concomitants, 
anesthesia and trance, is usually, however, of brief 
duration, terminating rather suddenly, yet leaving 
generally a sense of permanent invigoration simi- 
lar to that resulting from a free exposure to fresh 
atmospheric air, not being followed with any 
reactive languor or depression so common with 
ordinary stimulants. 

Besides its general physiological effects nitrous 
oxide has also special tendencies to certain parts 
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of the body particularly the blood, brain, nervous 
system, and genito-urinary organs, being very 
efficient in preserving the healthy integrity of 
such portions of the economy and in promoting 
the functions more immediately connected there- 
with. 


Respecting the m-dus operandi of protoxide of 
nitrogen, there is very little doubt but what it 
exerts both a material and dynamic influence upon 
the animal organism through each of its constit- 
uents singly and conjointly, yet, notwithstanding 
the peculiar character of its biological effects 
seems to conclusively prove that they are depen- 
dent upon its constitutional elements in their 
separate as well as combined state, it is by some, 
thought to act through one exclusively. Never- 
theless, though it is obvious that much of its 
potency is derived from the oxygen, it is demon- 
strable that it alone is not sufficiently energetic to 
account for all of the phenomena resulting from 
the operation of nitrous oxide upon the human 
system, some of these being so entirely distinct 
from the usual action of that element as to justify 
the conclusion of the additional influence of the 
nitrogen for their production. 


This is especially the case in its marked tendency 
to, and specialty of action on particular parts of 
the system, as for instance the genito-urinary 
organs, wherein it differs greatly from the former, 
for it not only increases the excitability of these 
organs but improves the quality as well as regu- 
lates the quantity of secretion therefrom, both by 
directly augmenting their power and promoting 
the normal genesis and elimination of their educts. 
The correctness of this view is more clearly appa- 
rent from the peculiarity of the effects of nitrous 
oxide upon the renal secretion in the enlarged 
production of the nitrogenous ingredients—espe- 
cially urea—of that fluid, to which it gives rise in 
a-remarkable degree. It is most probable, there- 
fore, that the physiological action of protoxide of 
nitrogen is of a compound character, from the 
operation of both its constituents—nitrogen and 
oxygen—in their associated and single state, the 
affinitive reactions between them and the general 
components of the organism being more decidedly 
manifested in consequence of its undergoing 
decomposition, and the presentation ‘of these ele- 
ments in a nascent state within the body. The 
chemivo-organic and bio-dynamic influence of 
nitrous oxide is hence so much the greater from 
the presence of-its constituents in an actively 
divided state, the nascent condition affording the 
most favorable opportunity for chemical reao- 
tion, molecular nutrition, organic metamorphosis, 
dynamic manifestation, and vital development. 


Protoxide of nitrogen is thus altogether unique 
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in being a rapidly diffusible, potent, guneeh, and | 


permanent stimulant, intensifying all the vital | 

actions, supplying elements of nutrition, exerting | 

both a material and dynamic influence upon the 
animal economy, and ia having a direct physio- | 

logical compatibility therewith both functional | 
and organic. 

Hence, with respect to the predominant char- 
acteristics of protoxide of nitrogen it is truly sui 
generis, though closely allied in chemical constitu- 
tion, material properties, and sanative effects with 
atmospheric air, which may be regarded, in fact, | 
as its natural prototype, differing therefrom appa- 
rently more in the proportion of its constituent 
elemnents—nitrogen and oxygen—and in the 
manner of their association, than in any other: 
essential respect, although its action upon the 
vital economy is more energetic, definite, and per- 

ceptible, than that of the latter, varying rather in 
the degree, perhaps, than in the nature of its 
physiological influence. Still, though there is 
thus a very strong analogy between protoxide of | 
nitrogen and atmospheric air, yet in their relative , 
effects upon the animal organism they vary some- | 
what materially, as there is a striking difference 
in the ratio or measure as well as in the kind of | 
action thereupon, for the biological effects, of the | 
former are not only more intense, concentrated, | 
and manifest, but also more decidedly stimulant 
than those of the latter, though they are likewise | 
of a general, very bland, and highly invigorating 
character. 

While, therefore, there is thus a very intimate 
correlation between these two compound gaseous | 
bodies—nitrous oxide and atmospheric air—yet | 
each one has special peculiarities of its own, of 
such a marked character indeed, as to make them 
appear quite distinct and render them useful for 
diverse as well as similar purposes 

2. The /ygienic uses of protoxide of nitrogen 
are varied and important. The nature of these is 
indicated by the character of its physiological 
influences in accelerating the normal processes of 
life, yet for practical purposes a more specific 
notice thereof may not be unprofitable. | 

In brief then, through its constituent elements | 
and dynamic’ properties, nitrous, oxide exerts a | 
powerful influence in both supplying essential | 
matter for organization, and in promoting the | 
general molecular, cell, nu'rient, reproductive and 
dynamic operations of the animal economy, those | 
of the vegetal, animal, and psychical life inclusive. | 
It is thus, indeed resnarkably active and potent in | 
promoting the various functions of digestion, 
absorption, circulation—both general and capil- 
lary—zeration or arterialization,. hematosis, ealor- 
ification, ‘assimilation, disintegration, depuration, 


| tage. 


| sary to open it. 
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nities. excretion, muscular and general con- 
|tractility, innervation, and cerebration ; and, like. 
wise those of the reproductive system. Hence for 
‘the preservation of the healthy integrity of the 
| body and the regulation as well as invigoration 
| of all the important functions of life, this agent may 
ceteris paribus, be always employed with advan. 
This concise but comprehensive outline of 
the sanative effects and applications of protoxide of 
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‘nitrogen will suffice to show that in an hygienic 


point of view it is both unique and invaluable, 

It would seem, a-priori, that an agent which 
exerts such a potent material and dynamic infly- 
ence over the animal organism in maintaining its 
normal status, should necessarily be very efficient 
in correcting as well as in preventing abnormal 
action, and both observation and experience have 
shown the correctness of this conclusion. It has 
thus been demonstrated, both a priort and a poste. 


_riort, that nitrous oxide is of pre-eminent import- 


ance in restoring as well as in preserving health, 
Of these remedial applications we will now speak 
more specifically. 
[To be continued.] 
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Fan., 1864. 
Sureicat Ciinic or Pror. SMITH. 
Reported by Dr. 7.W. P. Bates. 
Disease of the Wrist. 


Man, 28. We have here a case of disease of the 
cartilages and ligaments of the wrist. Considerable 
crepitus when moved ; metacarpal bone of the first 


finger diseased ; some degree of fluctuation, but I do 
not think much pus will issue if opened ; mote de- 
pendent upon morbid lymph than pus, but it is neces- 
We have the scrofulous diathesis 
exhibited in this case, as enlargement of the glands, 
which may go on to suppuration. This case has 
been treated by several surgeons, but one important 
part of the treatment has been neglected, viz., me 
chanical support. The splint is the most important 
part, because it assists nature to keep the part per- 
fectly at rest. Appetite not very good. 
R. Ferri phosphat. gr. xv. 
Pulv. calumbe, gr. v. M. 
Allow good, nourishing food ; no salt meat, sweet 
meats, or pastry, etc. 


Psoriasis, 
Man, 38. This is vulgarly called scaly tetter ; has 
| had it for about two years ; came on his head, first; 


now.on the left leg. Very difficult to cure. Nothing 

so potent as Fow1er’s Solution: gtt. vj. to X, 

largely diluted with water, after each meal. With 

| hold the remedy when there is puffing of the face. 
As a local application : 


R. Hydrarg. oxydi rub., dij. 
Picis liquid. 3ij. 
Ungi cetacei, 38s. M. 


Ft. ung. 
































quences 
take th 
rapid ix 
thaw sl 
lotion, | 








Man, 
Places, 
afterwa 
dies, re 
enlarges 
stiffness 
of mere 
one-eig} 


B 














Man, : 
days ag 
its midd 
applied ; 
how the 











ees 


1864. ] HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


As an alterative : bandage. The hand should rest in a sling, but no 
ee eee, «=I, | capnet teem te make ectenmed. Babeuld be 
Ft. pil. j. kept very quiet. 

Compound Fracture. 
Boy, 18. Occurred three years ago. Right fibula, 
on this leg, last summer. Now complains of some | just above the ankle; resulted from the kick of a 


pain, and there is slight discharge. This is very horse; bones overlapped, and several pieces were 
liable to occur, on account of the roughness of the | lost. Very probable the fracture extended into the 
nw eave is alien sonia exteiietion. tm thie joint, as it is now completely anchylosed. It is now 

= one ie em Gantied tiles nes cediuns centeae. | ve yee and “—e The probe touches no pieces 
ca wo 3 agen *| of dead bone. The sore ought to be touched with 
The <p d 18 pie aaa Touch with argent. | argent. nit., and dressed with simple cerate. and 
nit., and apply a p 7 then snugly bandaged. We cannot restore the mo- 
Bubo. tion of the joint. The proper treatment would have 
| been to have amputated this boy’s leg. 

Man, 40. Iam not certain that this is a venereal | ° 7 
bubo, as it is very rare for it to occur without chan- Erythema. 
ere; but it does sometimes occur. Some maintain Man, 50. Has had this disease for three years. It 
that there can be no bubo without chancre, but I | affects both legs; great itching; no breaking-out 
have seen cases of the kind. He denies having had | anywhere else ; appetite not good; bowels costive. 
any sore, and it is probably scrofulous enlargement | We will order him purged gently, every other day. 
of the glands, occurring in an unhealthy constitution. | as a local application we will use the linimentum 
The indications are to improve his general health by | calcis, Keep in the recumbent posture. 
good diet, tonics, etc., and promote the absorption | 
of the bubo by means of Potass. iodidi. Venereal Warts. 


Man, 28. These do not always come from syphi- 
Boy, 15. Caught his hand in a printing press, lis, though generally ; sometimes come from gonor- 


which fractured the middle finger of the right hand, | some non pe iy al a a go prominent, 
. : y . ' ). Tr r > a s ” 
just behind the root of the nail. We will close the | } aon cautinatinae eante 1 seer Gest ve the magus 
wound by the interrupted suture—an accurate closure | are much slower. Perfect cleanliness must be ob- 
is of great importance—and then apply adhesive | served. In a few days I shall touch those that re- 
strips and lint, and confine on a splint. Must not | main, with a strong solution of bichloride of mer- 
ve disturbed for four days. I find dry lint to be the | eyry, (gr. xx to 3j.) It acts as an escharotic and 
best dressing in the world ; it absorbs the discharge. | sorbefacient. Sometimes I apply strong nitric acid, 
Amputation would be bad surgery in this case. touching very carefully. 


Diseased Stump. 
Man, 40. The circular operation was performed 





Fracture. 


Frost-bite. : Abscess of the Neck. 

Man, 25. The toes of both feet affected; can Man, 27. We had here a conéiderable tumor under 
move them, but that is no proof of vitality, for the | the fascia of the neck, which I opened, and allowed 
muscles are not dead, even if the tendons are; pre-| the matter to escape. Now, it is probable that the 
sent a dark appearance ; donot pain him much. We | disease originated higher up, and the opening is not 
cannot tell the extent of the sloughing process. In | adequate to the discharge. The great aim is, where 
cold climates they know how to prevent evil conse- | there are sinuses, to open them; otherwise, the pus 
quences, by using snow or colg water. It does not | wi}] burrow in all directions. We will open this 
lake the frost out, as the vulgar say, but checks the | freely, dress with lint, and apply a poultice. This 
rapid increase of heat in the part, and-allows it to | incision acts in two ways, evacuates the pus and ex- 
thaw slowly. We will apply a slightly stimulating | cites a more healthy action in the part. There has no 
lotion, and keep the parts at rest. injury been done here so far as we can see. Keep 

s a Syphilis. his bowels free, and attend to any constitutional 
a symptoms that may arise. A few days afterward, 

Man, 30. Has syphilitic psoriasis, and, in some | this patient was again presented, laboring under ery- 
places, acne. This appears, first, as red patches ; | Sipelas. He was ordered : 
afterward, crusts form, and if not checked by reme- BR. — acet., gr. v. 
dies, results in ulceration. Glands of the neck a 2 £3). 
tularged ; had some soreness of the throat; slight | 28 an external application, and 
ttiffhess in the limbs. Has been taking bichloride R. Tinct. ferri chlor., gtt. xij. 
of mercury, gr. one-twelfth. We will increase it to | three times a day. 
one-eighth, and also use ag a lotion, externally: 

aye . Dislocation of the Clavicle. 
R. Hydrarg. chlor. cor., gr. j. : 
Aque, £3j. M. Man, 50. This, at first glance, looks like a dislo- 
. i ; - The 
Weestess of tee Mameres. cation of the humerus 1e external end of the 

M : : ’ clavicle is dislocated forward. It is the result of 
da m,@. This mon met with an Pesos "yer falling on his shoulder, by which means ge knocked 
; 7 880, Oy eS Se Renate ae epee about | the acromion process backward from the end of the 
tsmiddie. The arm was contused and tumid. We | ¢layicle. In many instances, that would hawe frac- 
applied a very simple appaftus of pasteboard, and | tured the clavicle. This occurred two weeks ago, 
low the swelling and tumefaction has nearly all | and there is no use of attempting the ~reduction. 
passed away. We will apply now, two splints | The imperfection resulting, will not be great; and 
moulded to the parts; one short, extending from | as strong connections have been established with the 
the elbow to the axilla; the other from the elbow | acromion above, the lateral motions will not be much 
up,80 as to cover the shoulder, and confined by a| affected. 
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PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 30, 1864. 


ENLARGEMENT AND INCREASE OF 
PRICE, 


From the first of May next, the MepicaL AnD 
SurcicaL Reporter will be enlarged by the addi- 
tion of several pages of reading matter, and the 
subscription price will be increased to Four Dot- 
LARS per annum after July. 

It has been our firm purpose to resist all temp- 
tations to raise the subscription price of the 
Reporter, though again and again urged to do 
so, and thus conform ourselves to an almost 
universally prevalent law. A strict adherence to 
sound business principles would have impelled us 
to this course long ago, but we endeavored to 
avoid it by reducing the size of the Reporter to 
an extent necessary to. enable us to meet the 
increased expenditures. We find, however, that 
in so duing, we have cramped our own energies, 
done injustice to contributors, and impaired the 
usefulness of the REporTER. 

But we are compelled to give heed to other 
considerations than that of merely maintaining 
the existence of a low-priced journnal. Jt is abso- 
lutely necessury ‘hat we increase the size of the 
REpPoRTER in order to relieve the pressure on our 
columns. We have now on. hand valuable material 
enough for several numbers, and it is rapidly 
accumulating. At the present cost of publishing, 
it is utterly out of the question for us to give 
more reading matter at the present rate of sub- 
scription The expense of publication has increased 
enormously, and we see no prospect of speedy 
relief. Since the Ist of January last our paper 
and printing bills have each been increased twenty 
per cent., to which is added ten per cent. on other 
items, making a total of fifty per cent. increase in 
eost of publication since this year came in. 

The necessity, therefore, of enlarging the Rr- 
PORTER to accommodate valuable communications, 
involves the necessity of increasing the subscrip- 
tion price. 


(@¥™ Subscribers will observe above, that we have 
somewhat modified our announcement in regard to 
the increase of price. The spring subscriptions 
have come in so freely that we think that we can 
accomplish our wishes in regard to the increase of 
size by making the subscription Four Dollars. 
Those who have paid at the higher rate, and those 
who pay by July will be credited at the rate of 
Three Dollars. Payments after July must be at the 
vate of FOUR DOLLARS @ year. 





THE BOOK TRADE. 

The costof printing and publication is steadily 
increasing. In consequence, books are advancing 
rapidly in price, and few new editions are being 
issued. Our readers can judge of the effect of the 
times on the book trade by the increased cost of 


one work for which there has been a great demand 


YY 
through our office—Barciay’s Medical Diagnosis, 
Through notices of the work in our pages, a great 
demand sprang up for it, and the edition wag 
speedily exhausted, and for some time we have 
been unable to obtain copies. Up to January 
| last the price was $2 25. It then advanced to 
| $2 50, and now anew edition is about being issued 
at $3 25 acopy! 

Our priced list of books has had the effect of 
creating a great demand and it will soon be neces- 
| Sary for us to revise it, as many are already out 
| of print, and the prices of most of them have 
| advanced considerably since those pages were 





stereotyped. It is our intention to include in this 
| list only works of sterling value that it will We to 
| the advantage of the profession to possess. 

| The advance in the price of literature, is on 
| many accounts to be regretted, but if it will have 
| the effect of making our literature more select and 


valuable, and throwing out of market .a great 


| many comparatively worthless books, the profes- 
| sion will be the gainers. Far better buy a few 
| good books at high prices, than a great many 
| indifferent ones at low prices. 

The necessity of enlarging the Reporter to 
accommodate correspondents has compelled us to 
It shall be our 


earnest endeavor to enhance its value in propor- 


| 
| 


increase its subscription price. 


| tion to the increased cost. 





THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE 
ARMY AND THE SANITARY COMMIS: 
SION, . 


The following remarks are copied from a private 





| letter from a distinguished sur, eon now on duty 
| in the West, to a friend in this city, not a medical 
| man, who had forwarded to him some copies of 
the MepicaL Anp SurGicaL REPORTER. 

After acknowledging the reception of the copies 
and inclosing a year’s subscription, he adds: “In 
an especial manner was I gratified with the notice, 
not very flattering, but yet not the less trathfal, 
of the Sanitary Commission and its protegé the 
defunct Surgeon-General. I indorse every letter, 
syllable, and line, the manner, matter, and spirit. 
You are aware that I had charge of several hos 
pitals at —— during my long service there, 
where I had an opportunity to see the more thal 
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jeviathan power of that Sanitary Commission and 
its struggle for increased patronage and control. 
Hammonp was but the creature of Bextows * * * 
It was necessary to crush the medical corps of the 
amy and make it obedient to the will of the 
Commission. But to do so it was necessary to 
guborn one of their number in power, which 
failing to do, they found a suppliant tool on whom 
they conferred the power, and gave him place 
that he might exercise it, which he did after the 
manner of all weak despots and tyrants hereto- 
fore.”’ 

The writer goes on to give instances of vindic- 
tiveness and tyranny exercised toward some of the 
most prominent and long tried surgeons of the 
army, but we forbear to quote further as we hope 
that the distinguished author of the letter will 
at no distant day give the medical profession a 
detailed account of his experience and observation 
in this matter for which, thanks to a long life of 
publicservice, he has had ample opportunity. 





THE BRITISH ARMY AND MISS NIGHT- 
INGALE.* 


Anything connected with or relating to military 
hygiene is of interest at this crisis of our national 
existence when so many thousands of our citizens 
have ‘‘rallied round the flag’’ and stand in battle 
array on the Rapidan—at Chattanooga—and along 
the Mississippi river—on ‘the Gulf, or Atlantic 


coast. The nation is now an army and every fact 
relating to the hygiene of armies is of necessity 
interesting alike to the professional and the gene- 
tal reader. 


Much of the brochure of Dr. Sarmpron (which 
we are sorry to say is printed in a style of type 
annoying to weak eyes) is devoted to an account 
of the administration of the medical department 
of the English Army in the Crimean War, and it 
isas gratifying to our national and professional 
pride as it is revolting and distressing to our 
every feeling of humanity to read from the pen of 
& foreigner how terribly deficient the English 
amy was in its military and surgical arrange- 
ments when compared with our own briefly 
improvised army. 





*“Tue Bairish ARMY AND Miss NIGHTINGALE ;’’ by 
CuaRLes Surimprox, M. D., late Surgeon-Major (French 
Army); late Surgeon-in-chief of Field Hospitals, and of the 
Military Hospital, Letiz, Algeria; Knight of the Legion of 
Honor, etc. : pp. 64. New York : Ballitre Brothers, 440 Broad- 
way, 1864, 
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Take for example a description of a voyage of 

eight thousand sick and wounded to Sentari and 

the condition of the hospital to which they were 
tran ferred. 


“These unfortunate men were crowded together to such a 
degree that it was often impossible to get near them to attend 
to their wants. A great number died on their passage and 
were thrown overboard, of whom no account could be taken, 
and when those who survived the passage arrived, they were 
without their kits, and almost without clothing. A great 
number were dying, and could not tell either their names or 
the regiments to which they belonged ! 

The hospitals were crowded: in the Barrack Hospital the 
sick were laid side by side on straw mattresses which touched 
each other, leaving room for two persons only to pass each 
other between the ends of the mattresses. Seventy-two 
patients were put in a ward where scarcely thirty beds could 
be placed. During six weeks 2,000 sick were crowded in a 
space scarcely sufficient for 1,220. Such a crowding together 
of patients was inevitably the cause of great mortality. But 
the evil was still further increased by the complete neglect of 
all hygienic care. There was no possibility of changing the 
air of the wards but by opening the windows, and this they 
were afraid to do. It is impossible to describe the state of 
the atmosphere in the wards, particularly during the night. 
The air was vitiated in the highest degree—there was no 
drainage for the water and filth—no possibility of escaping 
the horrid smell from the privies, which filled the passages 
and entered the wards. The floors were always wet and 
saturated with filth—the walls and ceilings were also 
saturated with putrid animal matter; rats and vermin 
swarmed everywhere, and, as there were no night-vesse!s, 
large tubs were placed in the wards to supply the deficiency! 
After such an account of the interior, it is scarcely worth 
while to speak of the exteriorof the Hospital. The same 
want of care reigned everywhere, Dead dogs, in a state of 
putrefaction, were to be seen under the windows of one hos- 
pital, and the carcass of a horse was found in the aqueduct of 
another. , 


A frightful mortality was the natural consequence of this 
state of things. And if the same rate of mortality had con- 
tinued during the whole year, as in the month of February, 
the whole hospital population would have been swept off 
more than four times in the course of the year. The propor- 
tion of deaths to the whole army was 60 per cent., from 
disease alone ; “a rate of mortality,’ says Miss Nightingale, 
‘‘ which exceeds that of the great plague in the population of 
London, and a higher ratio than the mortality in cholera to 
the attacks ; that is to say, that there died out of the army in 
the Crimea an annual rate greater than ordinarily die in time 
of pestilence out of sick,”’ 


The administration of such an hospital can 
easily be imagined. We will let Dr. Surimpron 
describe it : 


“ Everything was confusion in the Hospital. The orderlies 
were always running to and fro without doing anything: 
The distributions were most irregular, beginning sometimes 
as early as four o’clock, and scarcely finishing ai seven, for 
the morning; and the dinner, which should have been served 
at twelve, was frequently not finished before five or six, and 
even then, many of the patients did not receive the diet which 
had beer prescribed for them. Many others, particularly 
those who were the most dangerously ill, were altogether 
forgotten, or they could not eat the cold, coarse food, even if 
they did get it.” 


What a contrast to even the worst managed 
hospitals in our military service, and what a 
fearful rate of mortality! What must have been 


e 
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the condition of the Sanitary Department of an | diers, said: ‘‘The best.managed department of 
army when the volunteer army is its Medical Department, 

“There were three thousand five hundred men on the sick | and by far the best officers of the volunteer forge 


list in the camp before Sebastopol, and from seven to eight (as a class) are the surgeons ” 
Q £4 ° 


thousand in the hospitals of the Bosphorus. out of the effective : a 
force of twenty thodsand men. Of the remaining nine thou- We can well believe it when we contrast the 


sand, not one could be considered efficient. Barrack Hospital of Scutari with the admirably 
” ° 4 ‘3 re * | arranged military hospitals in the various cities of 

** During the ten weeks intervening between May 5th and - 
the North—their wards are types of cleanliness, and 


July lith, 1855, ninety-six per cent. of all the deaths from bags 4 ibe 
disease were of the classes usually considered mitigable and | models of perfect ventilation—their cuisine with a 


zymotic,”’ | deep table to tempt the palate of an epicure—their 

o . sf vs . *| neat and comfortable beds on tasty bedsteads— 

* The French lost seventy-five thousand from their total P ‘ 
their odorless water closets, complete lavatories or 


number, three hundred and nine thousand five hundred and : 3 ? 
seventy ; and the English twenty-two thousand from a total of | ¢Xtensive laundries. And the divergence is none 


seventy thousand!! We are enabled to affirm that this enor- | the less observable when we contrast the adminis. 
mous sacrifice in both armies was occasioned by hospital | tration of the two and note in opposition to the 
diseases, typhus fever, hospital gangrene, and purulent infec- | confusion of the one, the perfect system which 
tion, all of which could have been prevented. z 4 2 - 

It is a most painful, revolting picture to con- | ©Alls to its aid the railway, the steam engine, the 
template, and we wonder that with the amount of | telegraph, and the printing press, as in our mili- 
English medical talent, which the army must | t@ry hospitals. 
possess, such horrid pest-holes could be used as| Andthen how much credit accrues to the Ameri- 
military hospitals and with a frightful amount of | can Medical Profession when, in contrast with the 
inevitable sickness be allowed in their army, yet | dark, gloomy huts of the French and Sardinian 
according to Surgeon Surimproy, the French army | Army, reeking with filth, fetid with atmospheric 
was but a little better off than its ally. | impurities, we place the field hospitals of our own 

“The overcrowding existed in all the huts; and in the | army with their light and airy tents and grounds 


ambulances the men were packed together without any con- | decorated as if for a fete. 


sideration for air and space. As the number of the sick in the a 4 
French and Sardinian camps increased, they were necessarily Every man lost by preventable disease in our 


more and more crowded together in these miserable ambu- | army, is a clear gain of one to the enemy, and it 
lances. The number of sick in the French army during the is little to say that, at least, one draft has been 


last six months of the occupation rose to 73,422. Is not the 
agglomeration of this enormous number of sick in the few saved the people of these Btates by the surgecss 
huts employed as ambulances a frightful example of over-| Of our army, who can point with pride to the 


crowding? As for ventilation, there was none; and with marvellously small amount of sickness and the 
regard to ventilators in the roof, there was no idea of any- limited ratio of mortality in the armies of the 
thing of the kind. There were three windows on one side of | x 

each hut, with.a door, and a small window above it, at one United States. 

end of the building. These doors and windows were always Surgeon Suripron complains not a little of the 
kept closed, and even if they were opened the vitiated atmos- defective administration of the allied armies: 
phere could not be completely cleared out from the interior. “In the French Army everything connected 


As there was no means of introducing pure fresh air, it was . : 
impossible to renew the atmosphere of these huts, which | with hospital management belongs to the Depart- 


consequently became more and more saturated with deadly | ment of Administration. The medical officer has 
. oe . | _ e e . ot 
miasmata. —_— wes the pernicious state of the apis nothing to do with anything but his professional 
in all the huts; but in the ambulances, where men suffering | duti t itti hi riptions to the officers 
from typhus fever, dysentery, etc., were crowded together, o- aes, — =e oS — 1p 
they were a constant source of infection to each other. Their | D’ Administration Comptable. 
breath, the emanations from their bodies, their bedding, the The English Army appeared to use no system 
ground, and the walls of their huts, were all saturated with | se = : ‘ n he French 
putrid animal matter. Could these ambulances be anything a, ot 4 - an co - i a horrible 
but the foci of the most virulent infection ? } system are sufficiently —_ omnes ined 
We can give orly a faint idea of this horrid state of things. | State in which both armies were. 


More than half (73,422) of the French army (142,391 men) Our own system can be improved. The power 

were in kospital; and of the remainder scarcely a man was | and authority of medical officers is not clearly 

capable of bearing arms. During the month of February | ‘ es : 
wan : 4 enough defined. An instance of this is seen in 4 





alone 20,800 sick were received in the ambulances and almost | ; 
all of them perished.” recent court-martial of a surgeon in charge of 4 


The American people little know how much | hospital at New York, where the subject-matter of 
they owe to the medical profession when they | dispute was the relative authority of a military 
boast of the large armies maintained in the field. | and medical officer over a patient in hospital and 

An eminent Major-General, whose military life | which a court, exclusively composed of military 
is over a quarter of a century in extent, in speak- | officers, decided against the medical officer. 
ing to the writer of the rapidity with which our! In our opinion the sick would be best treated, 
peaceful citizens had been transferred into sol-| and the interests of the service therefore best 
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—_—_as<—e<—“Ooowrwor 
subserved, were it clearly laid down that a medical | common sense, and trained as a nurse she seems 


officer exercised complete control over all patients | to have been peculiarly fitted for the emergency. 

in his hospital subject only to the superior in his| It may be interesting to inquire who is the 
own department, who should be held rigidly ac- | Fiorence Nicutixeae of this war? Miss Dix and 
countable to military authority for their steward- | a few others had won a name before the war. But 
ship. | who has this war developed into an American 


A medical director of a department or of an | Florence Nicurixcaue? 
army in the field should have the complete control | There has not been 
of the officers and patients under him and through “A lack of woman’s nursing—a dearth of woman’s tears,”’ 
him the general commanding can exercise the for female nurses in probably any quantity 
military authority that may be necessary. ‘could have been obtained, had there been neces- 
The rank and pay of medical officers should be | sity, but there has not been the occasion. The 
increased. The medical director of an army can- emergency which called forth Fiorence Nicutin- 
not rank higher than major. The chief veterinary | GALE has not existed during this Rebellion. 


surgeon of the Army of the Potomac ranked as | Many American women have sought to emulate 
Lieutenant-Colonel when Dr. LerTermMAN was only |the English heroine. Imbued with the best, the 
a Major, and the chiefs of the Quartermaster’s and | jioliest motives that can inspire a woman’s heart; 
Adjutant-General’s Department in the same army, | they have left family and home for the bedside of 
were Brigadier-Generals. | the sick and dying, or to kneel by the side of 

On every corps or department staff the surgeon | some wounded hero on the Rapidan, or the Cum- 
who is responsible for the health of the command | berland. How many of them have realized their 
is out-ranked by the officers of the Quartermas- expectations ? How many have succeeded in doing 
ter’s, Commissary, Adjutant and Inspector-Gene- | the good they anticipated? Some few have, but 


ral’s, Department of the same staff. | many have completely failed. 


Medical officers should be allowed a trial by their Nurses are not born nurses. Miss NiGHTINGALE 
peers. When summoned to plead at the bar of a | learned her business. In our general hospitals 
court-martial it should be their right to have, at ‘there are many, who, without attaining the fame 
least, a third of the court composed of members of | of the fair English woman, have done much good 
the medical staff. in their humble sphere, but of those who have 


To sum up, the dignity of the army medical | gone to the field, few have been of any real 
oficer should be elevated. He should be allowed | Service. , 
some chance of promotion and should be placed | We call to mind one who seems to have com- 
on a footing with those who hold positions on the | bined, to a remarkable degree, those traits of 
same staff but in other departments. The medical | Character which have rendered het a ministering 
oficers of our army have earned their right to | @ngel to the wounded soldier upon the field. A 
promotion, or, at least, in an equality with their | lady fitted to rival the Crimean heroine should 
brother officers by their skill and forethought. | °ccasion offer—and we know of several others 
Hampered and trameled as they have been, they who do well and are valuable on the field. There 
have saved hundreds of thousands of men to the | are others, without doubt, of the same charac- 
~ amies of the Union, and their record is one of | teristics in our armies, but by far the largest 
the brightest pages of the history of this war. proportion of these women we have met upon the 

Dr. Suriupton’s description of Miss NIGHTINGALE field, have done more harm than good. 
and her exertions in the hospitals, is the light of| We may be wanting in gallantry, but we are 
the picture of which we have given the shadow. | Stating facts. Many of the female nurses are (in 
She was a remarkable woman, trained and edu-| the field) positive incumbrances. Their ‘‘impedi- 
cated for the role she was to take. She had|menta’’ exceeds that of the field and staff of a 
studied hospital management for fourteen years. | regiment. They must have a tent all to them- 
She says of herself: selves; an ambulance to carry them around, and 

“Thave visited all the hospitals in London, Dublin, and a half dozen men, more or less, who could other- 
Minburgh, many country hospitals, some of the naval and | wise be carrying a musket in the ranks, to cook 
a pO rey fe a et e a ~e8 for them, wait on them, and escort them around. 
testant etree tebe poy Shen hee Gash women are nulsanen. Others of these are 
Was twice in training as a uurse; the hospitals at Berlin, and quarrelsome, meddlesome, busybodies who would 
many others in Germany; at Lyons, Rome, Alexandria, | be a pest anywhere, while others lack those attri- 
a nntaeple, Brussels ; also the* War Hospitals of the | bytes which make the true woman. 
rench and Sardinians.” “| These women, whatever the motive that sends 

Possessed of much executive ability and sound | them to the army (and all are not animated by 
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the best of motives) are wofully out of place. 
Take them as a class, it is our conviction that 
these female nurses that have been with our 
armies in the field, have been productive of a 
great deal more harm than good. The sum of 
their labors, everything considered, has been on 
the wrong side of the balance sheet. 

One remark (which in truth will not be mis- 
understood) in concluding this subject. There 
are a few temale nurses who are disqualified by 
reason of their extreme ugliness. We know that 
this is not a generally received opinion, yet we 
are convinced it is correct. A few army nurses 
are ugly to a positive repulsiveness. Every 
accoucheur has recognized the fact that a repul- 
sively ugly nurse will sometimes spoil a patient’s 
appetite if she (the patient) be nervous and im- 
pressible by slight causes. And the presence of 
such a nurse in a ward of sick or wounded soldiers 
is sometimes productive of similar effects. 

Beauty is something a man looks for in a woman 
as an attribute of femininity, and although the 
want of it is seldom regarded, its positive oppo- 
siteness takes away much of the charm that 
clusters around the name of woman. There are 
not a few very ugly women whose ugliness is 
obscured by their excellent qualities of mind and 
heart, but there are others in whom these are 
wanting, and unless they possess some peculiar 
qualifications for nursing, they are out of place in 
the sick room or the hospital where everything 
that meets the patient’s eye should serve to make 
him cheerful. A frowzy-headed, toothless, clumsy- 
handed old crone will not be apt to appear to the 
wounded soldier as a ‘‘ ministering angel’’ and 
can well be replaced by one of the sterner sex. 
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LETTERS FROM Dr, W. N. COTE. 
Paris, March 24, 1864. 


Treatment of Asthma. 

In the treatment of asthma we should endeavor to 
moderate the violence of the paroxysms, and when 
they are subsided to hinder their recurrence. With 
the view of preventing any danger from the difficult 
transmission of blood through the lungs, and of 
obviating the plethoric state of the system, which 
might be supposed to- have a share in producing a 
turgescence of the blood in the lungs, it is a frequent 
practice to draw off blood during the paroxysms, 
but bleeding has proved highly injurious in almost 
every instance of the disease, by delaying the expec- 
toration, and is certain to be attended with bad 
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consequences, where asthma has arisen in elderly 
persons, or has been of long standing. In full 
plethoric habits, possibly cupping or applying seve- 
ral leeches to the chest, might afford some relief, 
The genus Datura, to which the common thorn-apple 
belongs, has long been recommended as affording 
relief in asthma, but the species hitherto employed 
for this purpose were limited to the Datura fastuoso 
and D. stramonium. The roots of those plants have 
been chiefly used; these, after being dried in the 
shade, and beaten so as to separate the fibres, are to 
be cut into small pieces, and to be smoked in a com. 
mon tobacco-pipe. The leaves, rolled into cigarettes, 
have also been used. The smoke is to be drawn as 
much as possible into the chest, where it usually occa- 
sions some degree of heat, followed by expectoration. 
In a paper published in the Dublin Quarterly Journal 
of Medical Science, you will see that Dr. M’Vracu 
now recommends the Datura Tatula as far superior 
in power to the other species ; and, in support of his 
opinion, ‘quotes the following case :— 


~~ 


**In March, 1850,” he says, ‘‘ Lord DunsANY was 
attending a public meeting in the Rotunda at Dublin, 
and was engaged to speak upon a subject of interest 
to him, when, owing to the excitement and fatigue 
consequent thereon, he was seized with a most fear- 
ful attack of asthma, to which he was subject, and 
was with difficulty conveyed to his hotel in Sackville 
street, where I saw him soon after. I never wit- 
nessed a more severe attack, and the paroxysms of 
orthopnea were so violent that I expected every 
moment to see him asphyxiated. Having subdued 
the most urgent symptoms by pediluvia, sinapisms, 
and antispasmodics, he was enabled to speak, and 
said that he had a remedy at hand which would 
quickly relieve -him. His valet then brought hima 
pipe filled with the above-named ingredient. He 
had scarcely smoked for more than a minute or 60, 
when the dyspnea began to abate, and in about ten 
minutes he was relieved wonderfully. He informed 
me then that the bruised seed and dried leaves 
of the D. Tatula were equally mixed for the smoking 
ingredients. He had used it for years with the most 
perfect success in allaying the spasms. The bene 
ficial effects could only be but temporary with them, 
as he laboréd under cirrhosis of one lung, and 
valvular disease of the heart. but certainly the inhal- 
ation had the most magical effect I ever witnessed, 
and had his lordship’s case been one of uncompli- 
cated asthma, no doubt the remedy would have 
proved a specific.”? Dr. M’Veacu then goes ont 
say that the plant grows abundantly in the Gover 
nor’s garden at Malta, where it is much prized for 
asthma; and that he himself has since adminis 
tered it to various patients with success, especially 
in cases of pure asthma, and when stramonium 
had failed to produce any effect. The extract of 
D. Tatula, taken in a pill at night, has produced 
relief in chronic bronchitis. The extract is made 
with coarsely pounded tatula, and cold water by 
percolation, the liquid to be afterward evaporated 
to the usual consistence by steam-heat. The dose is 
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from halfa grain to one and a half grains. The 
tincture is made by digesting for seven days one part 
of the powdered herb in eight parts of proof spirit. 
Dose, from 20 to 60 minims. 


Treatment of Hernia. 

The time is no longer when, in the cure of strangu- 
lated hernia, the surgeon was advised te place the 
patient on his head, and toss him about, a practice 
which generally resulted in increasing, instead of 
abating, tumefaction. More rational modes of treat- 
ment have been adopted, such as blood-lesting, purg- 
ing. cold and warm baths, opium, fomentations, and 
poultices, the application of cold, the taxis, tobacco 
injections, 4nd kelotomy. The last three only are 
tobe relied upon. Formerly, bleeding to a great ex- 
tent, and avoiding manual efforts, were considered as 
the most likely means to insure success in all cases 
of strangulated hernia. But the obstruction in the 
intestine, not being, as once thought, the effect of 
inflammation, it cannot be expected that copious and 
repeated venesections will cause its removal. Taxis 
should be attempted always before any other plan. 
and if properly made, is frequently successful. The 
patient being placed in such a manner as to relax as 
much as possible the abdominal muscles, the surgeon 
grasps the swelling with one hand from the bottom 
upward. while with the finger of the other he 
endeavors to push forward the contents at the supe- 
rior part of the tumors. Some surgeons, in pushing 
forward the intestine, employ the fingers of both 
hands at the upper part of the tumor; but the same 


purpose is answered equally well with the index and 
middle fingers of one hand. while the other is em- 
ployed with advantage.in pressing the under part of 
the tumor upward, so as to eo-operate in this man- 


ner in the reduction. It sometimes happens that 
this operation hurries on the mortification, or bursts 
the intestines, especially when the patient falls into 
the hands of young and inexperienced students, who 
exert violent pressure upon the tumor, in the hope of 
reducing it sooner. In order to produce gentle and 
steady pressure Dr. MAISONNEVE, Surgeon of the 
Hotel Dieu, recommends the application. upon the 
tumor, of a bandage with India-rubber bands. In 
umbilical hernia. he causes an India-rubber band to 
encircle the abdomen three or four times, and the 
pressure produced by this elastic bandage restores 
the protruded intestine to the normal situation. In 
cases of inguinal, femoral, ischiatic, cystic, and 
perineal hernia, the application of the bandage is 
united to that of a truss, so made as to bear directly 
upon the tumor. 


Tavnin in the Treatment of Consumption. 

Dr. WorLez recommends tannin for consump- 
tion, at least in certain cases. He states that it 
causes the humid rattle in the chest, which often 
accompanies tubercles in their first period, to disap- 
pear. It also diminishes difficulty of breathing, the 
frequency of the cough, and expectoration ; and ex- 
ercises a beneficial effect upon the general state of 
the patient. In consumption of a more advanced 
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stage, Dr. WoILLEz has seen favorable effects pro- 
duced by tannin, in stopping the progress of the 
symptoms and modifying them so as to produce a 
seeming cure. When the caverns are not very large, 
it generally happens that the local symptoms abate 
in the course of a week or fortnight. This-improve- 
ment is characterized by the decided diminution of 
the humid rattle. The eases in which tannin ap- 
pears to lose its power in consumption, are chiefly 
those in which fever is continuous and the disease 
rapid in its progress, as also whep there has been 
recent confinement. 


Bacteria in the Bl od. 

M. TieR1, Professor of Anatomy, at Siena, in 
Italy, writes on a new case of bacteria in the blood 
of a man who had died of typhus fever. He states 
that not having found any in the blood of the prin- 
cipal vessels of the upper members, he directed his 
investigations to the central part of thes stem of 
circulation, and there found a vast number of them, 
especially. in the pulmonary veins and in the left 
cavities of the heart. You remember that last year 
M. PoLLI, of Milan, published two very interesting 
memoirs, on fermentation as a cause of various dis- 
eases. According to that distinguished physiologist, 
there exists a great analogy between the processes of 
fermentation and many organic metamorphoses 
which occur in some diseases. ‘The blood, in dis- 
eases, undergoes alterations and variations in its 
composition ; and it has been shown by carefully 
conducted experiments, that artificial disease may 
be produced bearing a strong resemblance to natural 
disease, by injecting into the blood-vessels substances 
which act as ferments. Multiple abscesses, induced 
by the injection of pus into the veins of dogs—septic 
affections catsed by injecting purulent, putrid mat- 
ters into the veins of animals—diseases presenting 
all the characteristics of typhoid fever, and .caused 
by the injection of putrified blood into the circula- 
tory current; finally, contagious diseases, such as 
glanders, which is produced by the injection of glan- 
dous humors, are facts which prove that a general 
affection may be induced by the simple introduction 
into the blood of a substance capable of acting as 
aferment. According to M. Pasteur, ferment is not 
albuminous matter altered by oxygen. but an orga- 
nized being, the germ of which is brought by the 
air. The presence of albuminonus matters is an in- 
dispensable condition of all fermentations, because 
such substances are necessary to the production of 
the ferment. Very likely, therefore, that the bacte- 
tia pointed out by M. TiGRI, acted the part of a fer- 
ment in the blood, and became the primary cause of 
all the symptoms which are usually met with in 
typhoid fever. This theory, the starting point of 
typhoid fever being the action of a specific ferment 
in the blood, explains how such remedies as muriatic 
acid, phosphoric acid ; in short, most of the vegeta- 
ble and mineral acids, have generally exercised a 
beneficial effect in that disease, by neutralizing the 





morbific ferments in the blood. In fact, in all those 
diseases, of whieh fermentation is the primary cause, 
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ania substances which do not act in a manner | 


incompatible with life, may be found exceedingly 
serviceable. It is well known that sulphurous agid 
gas prevents alcoholic and acetic fermentations, and 
also the fermentation of animal substances, and 
organic matter in general. 
phites, possess the same antiseptic property. The 
action of sulphurous acid and of sulphites on fer- 
ments, is, M. Poti thinks, neither a deoxygetra- 
tion, a combination, nor a destruction, but simply a 
molecular modification. 


Coffee as a Disinfectant. 

Coffee, which is so generally used as an agreeable 
and exciting drink, is less known as a disinfectant 
agent. The two following experiments will explain 
its action in this respect: A quantity of meat was 
hung up in a room, which was kept closed until the 
state of decomposition of the meat was far advanced. 
A chafing-dish was then put in, and 500 grammes 
(about 16 ounces) of half-roasted coffee thrown on 
the fire. In a few minutes, the room was completely 
disinfected. In another room, sulphuretted hydro- 


gen and ammonia were developed, and 90 grammes | 


of coffee disinfected the room in about half a minute. 
It is-also stated that coffee destroys the smell of 
musk, assafeetida, and castoreum. As a proof that 
the noxious smells are really decomposed by the 


fumes of coffee, and not merely overpowered by | 


them, it is said that the first vapors of the coffee are 
not smelt at all, and are therefore chemically ab- 
sorbed, while the other odors gradually diminish as 
the fumigation continues. The best way to effect 


this fumigation, is to pound fhe coffee in a mortar, ! 


and then strew it on a hot iron plate, which, how- 
ever, must be red hot. 
W: N. Core. 


DOMESTIC. 


Spotted Fever. 
EpIToR MED. AND SurG. REPORTER :—In your 
number dated March 26, you solicit from physicians 
their views in reference to the pathology and treat- 


ment of that baneful disease termed ‘Spotted 


Fever.” 


With the hope of being able to contribute some- | 
thing to the general fund, out of which some definite 


Alkaline, or earthy sul- 
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| It comes on more suddenly than in most other dis. 
eases, not unlike to that of diphtheria in this pecu- 
liarity, and is more persistent, as if the vitality of 
| the individual was most deeply impaired. The gen- 
eral headache, the indescribable feeling of distress 
at the back of the head, with the sensation as if 
some one was pulling them backward by the hair, 
the comparative stupor, the wild, inquiring look 
whien aroused, the contracted brow. all betoken 
some serious difficulty at the base of the brain. 

After carefully watching these cases, I came to the 

conclusion that the only way to remedy the difficulty 
| was to eliminate the poison, if possible, before it had 
accomplished its fatal mischief, and to support the 
system. 

To effect the first purpose, I gave 20 drops, every 
two hours, of the Tinct. ferri chlor., until the cere- 
bral symptoms began to give way, and then added 
1 gr. of Sulph. quinine, as a tonic, to each dose of 
the iron ; good, generous diet ; milk punch, if neces- 
sary ; perfect rest of mind and body, requiring that 
the recumbent position be implicitly kept. To re- 
lieve the distressed feeling at the back of the head, 
flannels, saturated with the following powerful seda- 
tives, were kept constantly applied. 

R. Tinct. aconiti rad. 
$< opi, aa f3ss. 
‘6  sapon. comp., f3iij. 
Ft. liniment. 

With this treatment, I have relieved some distress- 
ing cases, and I offer it to you and your readers for 
what it is worth. : 

Before closing this article, I would like ta throw 
out the suggestion as a ‘‘seed thought” for others 
whether this disease,may not be of erysipelatous ori- 
gin? Erysipelas prevails extensively, at present, and 
| althougls comparatively easily managed, yet we all 
| know how obstinate and untreatable it often becomes 
| when attacking internal organs. In one case of 
| © spotted fever,”? which resisted ordinary treatment, 
I gave the iron, and the next day found my patient 
‘much better, and the face covered with erysipelas. 

These suggestions I offer. 
Yours, truly, 
JosePH Kuapp, M.D. 


M. 


Philad’a, April, 1864. 
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course of treatment may eventually be adopted that | 


will overcome, to an extent, at least, its fatal dispo- 


sition, I have taken the liberty of throwing out the 


following suggestions, arrived at by reading and the | 


study of the disease. 
This disease arises from blood poisoning, the force 


of whose virulence falls chiefly upon the medulla | 
oblongata, the very citadel of our vitality, killing in | 


a short time, or, at least, prostrating to an extent to 
which the depression of other diseases is compara- 
tively mild. Patients, who have had typhoid fever, 


have told me that the prostration of this disease is | 


more distressing, and resembles what they should 
suppose the act of dying to be. 


Circular Letter. 
SurGgon-GeneRAL’s OFFICE, } 
Wasuineton, D. C., April 22, 1864. 
The following order from the War Department is respect 
fully furnished for your information and guidance. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon Ganeral. 
C. H. Crane, Surgeon, U. 8. Army. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, March 29, 1864. 


Hospitals for Officers. 
[General Orders, No. 127.] 
I. Medical Directors of Departments will establish a general 
hospital, at some convenient point within their respective 
| Departments, for the reception and treatment of sick and 
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wounded officers, but no expenditures for the construction of 
new hospitals for this purpose will be incurred without special 
authority. They will detail a surgeon in charge, who will 
make requisitions upon the Medical Purveyor fer medicines, 
hospital stores, furniture, &c.7according to the standard 
supply table of the medical department, and will hire the 
purses, cooks, and laundresses required. Hospital Stewards 
assigned to officers’ general hospitals will be paid on the 
regular muster and pay rolls. 





Il. On the recommendation of Medical Director of the De- 
partment, a commissioned medical officer will be detailed to | 
act permanently as treasurer for each officers’ general hos- 
pital, who shall not be removed without sufficient cause. | 
The treasurer shall have the custody of the funds of the hos- | 
pital, and shall perform such duties in relation to collecting, 
disbursing, and accounting for the same, and such other duties 
as may be prescribed by the Surgeon-General. 

III. On the last day of each calendar month, and immedi- 
ately on leaving the hospital, by return to duty, furietgh or | 
otherwise, each officer shall pay to the treasurer the sum of 
one dollar for each and every day he has been in the hospital, 
and for which he has not already paid as herein provided. 
When an officer has employed a special attendant, he shall 
pay thirty cents a day additional for each day such attendant 
was subsisted in the hospital. Company officers of volunteers, 
while in such officers’ general hospital, shall be considered 
as ‘on detached service without troops,’’ for the purpose of 
drawing their pay and settling their indebtedness to the hos- 
pital, and may be paid on separate pay accounts, instead of 
on the muster and pay rolls. 

IV. When an officer is not provided with money, and is 
unable to obtain it, he will give a certificate of indebtedness, 
in triplicate, to the treasurer of the hospital, in such form as 
shall be prescribed by the Surgeon-General*, for the amount 
due from him to the hospital. The treasurer shall immedi- 
ately forward, for stoppage, two copies of the certificate to the 
Chief Paymaster of the Pay District in which the hospital 
may be located, retaining the remaining copy for his own 
reference and security. ‘When an officer is discharged from 
the hospital to return to a regiment serving beyond the limits 
of the pay district in which such hospital is located, the | 
treasurer shall forward the certificates of indebtedness which 
the officer may have given to the proper Chief Paymaster, if 
kn@wn to him; otherwise, to the Paymaster-General, for such 
reference. 

V. The Chief Paymaster of the Pay District will immedi- 
ately catise the certificates of indebtedness to be placed in the 
hands of the Paymaster of the hospital, (or of the regiment, 
should the officer have left the hospital,) with instructions to 
stop the amounts on the first payment of the officers by whom 
the certificates were given. The Paymaster will take the 
receipts of each officer fur the full anfount of his pay account, 


* Form or A TRIPLICATE RECEIPT. 
seseseeee- Officers’ Hospital, 
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and transmit the deducted sums to the treasurer of the hos- 
pital to which they are due, who will @ndorse receipt therefor 
upon the duplicate certificates in the Paymaster’s hands, or 
furnish duplicate abstracts of receipts signed by him, and 
embracing in one receipt the names of all the officers on whose 
accounts the sums have been remitted. The Paymaster will 
also forward monthly an abstract of certificates thus paid to 
the Surgeon-General. 

VI. Officers of the subsistence department will make sepa- 
rate abstracts of the sales to each officers’ general hospital 
during each calendar month, and_ will report the same to 
the Commissary-General of Subsistence in the manner pro- 
vided by regulations in relation to sales to officers. Pay- 
meut for stores thus purchased of the subsistence department 


| Shall be made by the treasurer monthly, and in cash, when 


practicable ; but when the treasurer bas nut money on hand 
sufficient to liquidate the entire indebtedness of the hospital 
to the subsistence department, he shall give to the commissary 
accountable for the stores sold a certificate of indebtedness, in 
duplicate, for the amount remaining unpaid, which certificate 
shall be a valid claim against the hospital, and be paid from 
the first moneys received thereafter by the treasurer, and 
until paid shall be considered as a sufficient cash voucher to 
the commissary for the amount stated therein. When the 
treasurer pays this certificate of indebtedness he shall take 
the receipt of the commissary for the amount thus paid him, 
and shall report his action in this matter to the Commissary- 
General of Subsistence, stating the date and amount of each 
certificate thus cancelled, the name of the commissary receiv- 
ing the money, etc. . 

VII. Medical Directors of armies in the field when neces- 
sary, will establsh temporary hospitals in the rear of such 
armies, to be governed by the above regulations. Medical 
Directors of armies and of Departments and Medical Inspec- 
tors will frequently inspect officers’ general hospitals, and in 
addition to the usual course of hospital inspection,,they will 
investigate the manner in which the treasurer performs his 
duties, and promptly report any neglec: on his part to the 
Surgeon-General. 

VIII. No officer whose certificate of indebtedness to a hos- 
pital remains unpaid by him shall receive pay without de- 
ducting therefrom the amount of this indebtedness and leaving 
it in the handg of the Paymaster, who shall give him duplicate 
receipts one one of which the officer shall immediately 


| forward to the treasurer of the hospital for which the stoppage 


is made. A violation of this paragraph will subject the officer 
so offending to court martial for disobedience of orders. 


IX. When an officer dies in hospital, the treasurer shall 
immediately ascertain the amount of his ind »btedness to the 
hospital, and prepare an account thereof in triplicate, which 
shall be certified to be correct by both the treasurer and the 
surgeon in charge. One copy of this account shall be retained 
by the treasurer, and the remaining two copies be forwarded 
to the Secund Auditor of the Treasury, in order that, upon the 
final settlement of the oificer’s accuuats, the affiount of his 


| indebtedness may be deducted from any pay due him, and 


I neresy Certiry that there is due from me to the 
Hospital, 
BRP .ccevvesecceee 
OD .ccocsees jacsionil inclusive, . js ‘ . 
days’ subsistence of servant, 


(Triplicate.) 

I CERTIFY that the sum of stated above | 

ie the total amount due this Hospital from... -ceeerseeveeees 
remaining to be accounted for. 


Treasurer...... 


Officers’ Hospital, 


Oe eeeneeeceseneees eee ceseeeees eee 


remitted to the treasurer of the hospital. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. Townsgnp, Ass’t Adjutant-Gen’L 


Official Papers. 
Mepicat Inspecror-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Wasuinertos, D. C., March 1, 1864. 
[Cireular, No. 8.] 
Medical Inspectors, hereafter ordered from one District to 
anotlrer, will turn over to the succeeding officer, or leave in 
the office, all records and official papers, (or copies of the 


| same,) relating to the business of the District or Department. 


A neglect of this course has already given rise to some con- 


fusion and irregularity. 
Jno. M. Cuter, 


- Acting Medical Insp’r-Gen'l, U. 8. Army. 
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Circular in View of Active Operations. METEOROLOGY. 


Mepica@InsPector-GeNngRAt’s OvFice, 19, ; 20,; 21, ; 22, , 23, 24, 
Wasainaton, D. C., April 12, 1864. —_——- a "5-9  e 
(Circular, No. 9.] Wind.......... .| 8. W. N. E. | N. on BR. 1&. w.| 8. 
As the season for active operations of the army in the field Weather. f .|Cl’dy. Cli'gy,|Cl’dy. Cl’dy. Clear. Clear. 
is rapidly approaching, Medical Inspectors will promptly | Ao Sh’er. 
ascertain whether the troops are well provided with Medical Depth Rain... 
Officers, medical and hospital supplies, transportation, etc., | 
for the sick and wounded, and report the result to this office, | oe aang 
in order that any deficiencies may be brought to the attention ryy 6 me 
of the Surgeon-General in time to have them corrected. At 12 M.. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jno. M. Cuy.er, 
Acting Medical Insp’r-Gen’!, U. 8. Army. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


XH} Correspondents will please bear in mind that it is just 
now exceedingly difficult to get some kinds of work done. and 
much delay is sometimes caused thereby in filling orders. | WORTALITY.| 
Everything is at maximum prices. Many bocks are ont of | : 
print, and publishers are not ixsning many new works or | 
editions, Foreign books had better not be ordered. 

Dr. E. W. K., Ind.—Malgaigne on Fractures, was mailed | - | 
to you on the 23d. Popl’n, (estimated.) 1,000,000; 240,000 
om J. N., Ohio.—Your Porous Cap was sent by mail on the | Mortality. 

th. . . 

Dr. HL. @., Ohio.—Wilson on the Skin and Hair, was PR ORD 
mailed to you on the 26th. You are credited to the close of | Under 15 years..... 
the current year. | Under 2 years 

. McC. and P. B. Y., Pa.; H. F, Ind.; N.C. H, | Total......0...00+ v0 
Me.; S.C. W., N. ¥.; and E. J. H., Army of Potomac.— | Deaths in 100,000 
Barclay's Diagnosis was forwarded to you on the 28th. | American ° 

Dr. A. M. D., Del.—Wiilson is the latest authority published | Foreign..... “ 
in this country on Diseases of the Skin. The price of his large | NCSTO ----+-+-+-+reeeee- 
work with colored plates, in one volume, is $3 00. Neligan | Zrmotic DisEsgs. 
on the same subject is an excellent authority also. His work | Cholera, Asiatic..... 
is not so elaborate as Wilson’s. The price is $6 00 with col- | Cholera Infantum.. 
ored plates. Cholera Morbus..... 
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MARRIED. Dysentery. 
R Erysipelas. . . 
Bacur—McGavock.—On the 19th inst., at Nashville, Tenn , | Fever, Intermittent 
by the Rev. Mr. Harlow, Assistant Surgeon Dallas Bache, | Fever, Remittent... 
U S. Army, and Alberta P., daughter of Dr. D. T. McGavock, | Fever, Scarlet........ 
of Nashville. Fever, Typhoid..... 
Berretr—Smirs.—On Tuesday, April 26, by Rev. Matson H. | Fever, Typhus 
Smith, D. D., of Bridgeport, Coun., Edward P Buffett, M. D., | Fever, Yellow........ 
of Bergen, N. J., and Catharine L., darghter & Walter M. | Hooping-cough 
Smith, of New York. | [nflUeDZa .....ceseeeee 
Smirx—Marspey.—In New York, on the afternoon of Tues- 
day, April 26, at the Chapel of St. John, by Rev. Dr. Dix, 
Oscar G. Smith, M. D., and Isabella, eldest daughter of Rev. 
T. Marsden. so eeenenseneeeens 
Tuomas—Dixon.—At Georgetown, District of Columbia, | Sporapic DisEases 
April 20th, by Rev. J. C. Jacobi, Chaplain of the Kalorama | Albuminuria......... 
Hospital, Robert J. Thomas, Surgeon in charge of said hos- | 
= and Miss Susan W., daughter of Major H. T. Dixon, of 
irginia. 





. 
: 


wr 

pers) 
——- 

700m et 


8 


> ____ 


DIED. 


| Marasmus...... 


Dewey.—In Northampton, Mass., on Sunday, April 17, of ; Pneumonia........... 
typhoid fever, George Clinton Dewey, M. D., of New York | Puerperal Fever.... 
City, youngest son of Hon. Charles A. Dewey, aged 23 years | Scrofula............--+ 
= 7 — , | Violence and Ace’ts 

mmediately after graduating at the College of Phy-icians > ‘ 
and Surgeons, in New York, ~ received an napeiahinest on peeeatnt nee 
the medical staff of Bellevue Hospital, in‘that city, and while titel 
in the discharge of his duties contracted the disease that has ‘ NOTICE 
80 early closed a promising career. . Ae 
get eens, on Monday, April 25, at his residence, | American Medical Association. 
Yo. 453 Hudson Street, N. Y., William W. Kinne, M. D., late | 5 se jean 
army Surgeon of the 9th N. Y. 8. Vuls. | The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the —_— of 

McCuixtock.—At Beaufort, 8. C., November 5th, 1862, Dr. | Medical Association,’’ will be held in the City 
George K. M'Clintock, Surgeon in the service of the United | New York, commencing Tuesday, June 7th, 1864, 
States, in the 26th year of his . ~ : | at 10 o’clock, A. M 

Martin.—In New York, on Tuesday evening, April 26, at | a e ers s P hout the 
8 o’clock, Joseph Martin, M. D. | Proprietors of medical journals throughou 

Power.—On the 18th of January, 1864, Dr. James Power, United States and their Territories are respectfally 
of Elizabeth Township, Allegheny Co., Pa., at the advanced requested to insert the above notice in their issue. 
age of 84 years, 3 months, and 9 days. D 

Sancext.—In this city, on the 25h inst., Elizabeth B., wife : Guiwwo Furmax, M. D.,. 
of Dr. Winthrop Sargent, and daughter of Samuel Browne. 126 West 25th St., N. ¥. Secretary. 
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